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Rosalind Franklin Programme and COVID-19 

Notice of Temporary Programme Suspension 

 

 

We are writing to inform you that as a result of ongoing developments regarding Coronavirus 

COVID-19, the Rosalind Franklin Programme is being temporarily suspended with 

immediate effect from today, 17 March 2020, for a period of 16 weeks in the first 

instance. 

 

This is not a step that we have taken lightly but given the unique nature of our 

programme participants being drawn from the NHS workforce and wider health and 

care, and in response to concerns that have been raised, it is both a compassionate 

and practical step. This ensures that we are all able to fully support the vital work 

required to manage the Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. 

The current national focus is to reduce the progression of the virus through social 

distancing, so it’s now more important than ever, that we all focus on service 

delivery, helping local health and care services to provide patients with the care and 

information they need to stay safe and well. 

We recognise that in addition to your roles, be they patient facing or otherwise, we all 

have a wider societal role and responsibility to reduce infection rates where possible, 

and that we all also have families or loved ones for whom we may need to care. 

We are all under pressure at present and will have concerns and questions that 

cannot always easily be immediately answered. It is important that we show 

compassion and understanding to one another at this time, in line with the values 

and principles of the NHS that we are all so committed to.  

Please see the following pages for suspended activities and for additional guidance 

on Coronavirus.  

Your Virtual Campus will remain available to you during this period of suspension. 

What this means for you: 

• All workshops are postponed for 16 weeks in the first instance 

• All Impact Groups are postponed  

• Any existing Extenuating Circumstances agreements will be extended  

• No assignments will be required in this period 

• The Virtual Campus will be suspended, so existing access will continue but 

no new modules will release 
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We will be in touch again when we have further information about resuming the 

programme, with new dates and plenty of planning notice.  

In the meantime, further queries should be sent to 

rosalindfranklin@leadershipacademy.nhs.uk  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Gill Rooke 

Head of Leadership Programmes 
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Cohorts Affected by the Temporary Programme Suspension (17 March 2020 to 16 July 

2020) 

 

Cohort Stage  Start  

(VC opens) 

Celebration Finish 

(Assignment 

due) 

1 In-Progress 01/04/2019 03/02/2020 24/04/2020 

2 In-Progress 13/05/2019 13/02/2020 24/04/2020 

3 In-Progress 10/06/2019 12/03/2020 27/04/2020 

4 In-Progress 12/08/2019 14/05/2020 25/06/2020 

5 In-Progress 09/09/2019 15/07/2020 01/09/2020 

6 In-Progress 18/09/2019 17/07/2020 03/09/2020 

7 In-Progress 14/10/2019 09/09/2020 23/10/2020 

8 In-Progress 04/11/2019 13/10/2020 13/11/2020 

9 In-Progress 06/01/2020 17/11/2020 04/01/2020 

10 In-Progress 20/01/2020 19/11/2020 11/01/2021 

11 In-Progress 03/02/2020 01/12/2020 18/01/2021 

12 In-Progress 17/02/2020 10/12/2020 26/01/2021 

13 In-Progress 24/02/2020 17/12/2020 01/02/2021 

14 In-Progress 09/03/2020 12/01/2021 01/03/2021 

15 In-Progress 09/03/2020 17/11/2020 04/01/2021 

16 Not Started 23/03/2020 14/12/2020 28/01/2021 

17 Not Started 31/03/2020 19/01/2021 05/03/2021 

18 Not Started 06/04/2020 21/01/2021 10/03/2021 

19 Not Started 11/05/2020 23/02/2021 06/04/2021 

21 Not Started 01/06/2020 11/03/2021 29/04/2021 

22 Recruitment 08/06/2020 16/03/2021 05/05/2021 

23 Recruitment 15/06/2020 23/03/2021 07/05/2021 

24 Recruitment 22/06/2020 25/03/2021 11/05/2021 

25 Recruitment 29/06/2020 30/03/2021 14/05/2021 



   
 

4 
 

 

 

Answering your questions:  

I am still applying, what does this mean for me? 

I have applied and am awaiting an outcome, what does this mean for me? 

I have a place on a future cohort and am awaiting my start date, what does this mean for me? 

I am on hold for a place on a cohort and am awaiting my start date 

I am in the middle of the programme, what does this mean for me? 

Will I be disadvantaged by the delay?  

 

 

 

I am still applying, what does this mean for me? 

Your application will remain as it is in the application system, you will be able to resume your 

application once it goes live. Please keep your saved application link safe in your email 

inbox to complete your application, once applications are open again.  

I have applied and am awaiting an outcome, what does this mean for me? 

We have received your application and progression has been temporarily suspended. When 

activity resumes, we will resume processing approvals and scoring applications and will 

endeavour to get outcomes to applicants as soon as is feasibly possible.  

I have a place on a future cohort and am awaiting my start date, what does this mean 

for me? 

We will keep your place on the cohort you have been successful on. However, the start date 

of this cohort has been postponed until further notice. We will get back in touch with plenty of 

time to book study leave, to rearrange this opportunity, once we have confirmation of the 

cohort schedule. 

I am on hold for a place on a cohort and am awaiting my start date, what does this 

mean for me? 

26 Recruitment 06/07/2020 06/04/2021 20/05/2021 

27 Recruitment 13/07/2020 12/04/2021 26/05/2021 

28 Recruitment 20/07/2020 15/04/2021 02/06/2021 

29 Recruitment 27/07/2020 22/04/2021 09/06/2021 
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We will keep your details for the cohort to which you originally applied for and contact you 

when new places become available on future cohorts. We are working towards ensuring that 

everyone who has applied can get the opportunity, when it is appropriate.  

I am in the middle of the programme, what does this mean for me? 

All programme delivery, including Contextualisation Days, Foundation Workshops, Impact 

Groups and Celebration Workshops, are postponed for 16 weeks. When delivery resumes, 

new dates will be sent to you with enough time to arrange study leave and resume your 

development opportunity.  

The Virtual Campus will remain open for any modules which are currently available to you. 

New modules will not be made available to you until learning has resumed.  

Impact groups will be entirely suspended, including virtual delivery, to ensure continuity of 

the delivery of the programme and to reduce the impact of the gap in delivery as much as 

possible.  

Meaningful contributions and assignments will also be delayed, you will not be expected to 

contribute to these during this period. You are of course free to work on, update and submit 

your assignment if you wish but please be aware, this is not expected until normal activity 

resumes.  

If you do submit your assignment during this period, it will be held and your assignment will 

be assessed once activity resumes to ensure fairness across the programme. 

Your Impact Group Facilitators will be able to support you, as needed, during this period.  

Will I be disadvantaged by the delay?  

We are making every effort to make sure that when activity resumes, you will be afforded 

every opportunity to continue your leadership development on the programme. We will 

suspend activity to allow colleagues to focus on the Covid-19 response entirely and we will 

work with colleagues in every reasonable way to ensure continuity wherever possible.  

Marking, assignments, learning sessions and groups will be resumed as if the gap had not 

existed to ensure fairness across the cohorts and to remove any need for colleagues to 

focus anywhere but where they are needed most.  

If you have changed roles or organisations during the interim, we can discuss this with you 

on an individual basis to approach your organisations. 

 

Further information about Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

Health information and advice for patients and the general public: 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Guidance for clinicians: www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/ 

All central Government guidance: www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-

19-uk-government-response 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
http://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response

